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Introduction 

The Department of Sanskrit of Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda College is the only 

Department of its kind in the whole of Tamil Nadu offering Sanskrit at four different levels, 

that is, 

1. as a Language under Part I for B.A., B.Sc., and B.Com. students, (both day and evening 

college) 

2. as an Undergraduate degree course (BA) 

3. as a Postgraduate degree course (MA) and 

4. at Research level - Ph.D. 

Growth of the Department 

Swami Vivekananda, in his speeches and writings emphasized the need for a proper study of 

Sanskrit, in which are enshrined our highest treasures of literature, religion and Philosophy.  

The management introduced Sanskrit as a Language course initially and it was part of Indian 

Languages Department in 1946. Prof. R. S. Venkatarama Sastri was the first Professor of 

Sanskrit in the College. 

The Sanskrit Association was inaugurated by Sri C. Rajagopalachariar on 4th September 1952. 

The management decided to upgrade the Department by introducing the Honours course in 

Sanskrit in 1954. Dr. A. Sankaran was invited to Head the Department in 1955. The M.A. 

course in Sanskrit was introduced in the year 1958. Prof. V. S. Venkataraghavchariar became 

the Head of the Department. 

Prof. V. Rajagopalan took over from him in the year 1963. In order to help the students who 

had no prior knowledge of Sanskrit in Pre-University course, a bridge course was started. 

Consequently, the strength which was just 23 in the Pre-University course in 1968 jumped to 

79 in 1969. We had two sections in 1970 and added one more section subsequently in the Pre-

University course. 

The B.A. major course in Sanskrit was started in the year 1969. Sanskrit was also offered as an 

ancillary subject for B.A. Philosophy students for a few years. But the Department had just 5 

staff members (four regular staff members and one guest lecturer) who managed all the classes, 

though with difficulty. Realizing the heavy workload of the Department, the Government 

sanctioned one hand in 1978 and three more hands in 1980. The staff strength rose from five 

to eight, and then to nine in the year 1999. 

In 1974, the department was upgraded as research department with Dr. M.Narasimhachary as 

its first research supervisor. The Department also got affiliation for M.Phil. in 1980. 



Initially the Department was started with two pundits. Later 2 tutors were added. With the 

introduction of Honours course a Professor was appointed in 1955. Later additional Professor 

and PG Professor posts were introduced. Sri N. C. Krishnan, a leading chartered accountant in 

Chennai and a lover of Sanskrit language helped to establish a chair in this College with a view 

to utilise the services of retired professors. This scheme was in vogue till 1984. The Department 

got the benefit of having a UGC Professor for three years from 1971 to 1974. Since 1999 the 

sanctioned post of the department is 9. At present the Department has one Associate Professor, 

who is also the Head of the Department and 2 management faculty.  

The Heads of the Department 

Prof. R. S. Venkatarama Sastri (1946-1949) 

The Department was organized under his leadership in 1946 (till his death on 18th July 1949). 

He was a scholar in Comparative Philology and he presented the subject in Sanskrit for the first 

time under the title ‘Bhasha Shastra’. He edited and annotated a number of Sanskrit works.  

Dr. A. Sankaran (1955-1957) 

He was the first scholar to take his doctorate degree in Sanskrit from the University of Madras. 

He worked on “History of Rasa and Dhvani in Sanskrit Poetics”. It was published by the 

University of Madras and it is a pioneering work in the field of Sanskrit poetics. He was invited 

to head the Honours Department of the College in 1955 after his retirement from Presidency 

College and he left the College in 1957 for Pune.  

Prof. V. S. Venkataraghavachari (1949-1955) & (1957-1962) 

He was Professor in charge from July 1949 to 1955 and Professor and Head of the Department 

from 1960 to 1962. He had the distinction of introducing both Honours and PG courses in 

Sanskrit. He was a scholar in Mimamsa and was very fluent in speaking and delivering lectures 

in Sanskrit. He authored a number of dramas for AIR and for staging, and translated the epics 

and lyrics of Kalidasa into Tamil with excerpts from commentaries. He brought out a study of 

domestic rituals according to Rgvedins. He was honoured with the title Sahiti Vallabha. He 

went to Rashtriya Sanskrit Vidyapith (now a deemed university) Tirupati as director of 

Teachers Training Programme (B.Ed.) and he authored in chaste and easy Sanskrit a work on 

Educational Psychology. He was recipient of President's award.  

 

Prof. V. Rajagopalan (1962-1978) 

He was in-charge from 1962 and made Professor and Head of the Department in 1966. He was 

brought from American College Madurai for assisting Honours teaching. During his period the 

department got affiliation to Ph.D. programme. He encouraged the participation of students in 



all the activities and in organising seminars and conferences. He retired in July 1978. He 

registered himself as the research student of the Department. During his time the student 

strength rose significantly. 

Prof. S. Visvanathan (1978-1987) 

He was Professor in-charge from 1978 and PG Professor and Head of the Department from 

1980 to May 1987. During this period, M.Phil. course was introduced and Sanskrit was also 

introduced as a language in Part I in the Evening College courses. He got his Ph.D. in 1980 and 

his work Sivalilarnava - A Critical Study is published. 

Dr. S. Ramaratnam (1987-2004) 

An alumnus of this Department (1967-1969) joined the college as lecturer in Sanskrit after a 

brief stint in Madras Christian College. He became the Head of the Department which post he 

held for 17 years and became Principal in 2000 and retired in the year 2004. He did his research 

in the Prahasana genre of Sanskrit dramas. After his retirement he was Vice-Chancellor, Sri Sri 

University, and later Jagadguru Kripalu University both in Orissa. 

Dr. K. Srinivasan (2004-2015) 
An alumnus of the Department, he was the Head of Department of Sanskrit from 2004. After 

serving as the Principal of the Institution for two years, he retired in the year 2015. 

Dr. K. Srinivasan has two Siromanis to his credit, Mimamsa and Vedanta. He taught subjects 

with expertise. He studied Jainism too. He joined the Department in the year 1978 as Assistant 

Professor. He is a student of the erudite scholar, Bhasya Bhavajna Sri V. R. Kalyana Sundara 

Sastrigal. His traditional training has made him one of the most sought after professors of all 

time in the Department of Sanskrit. He was nominated to Academic Council of the University 

of Madras by the Governor of Tamil Nadu. 

Dr. V. Abiramasundaram (2015-2019) 

Dr. V. Abiramasundaram, a distinguished Sanskrit scholar, was deeply associated with the 

Department of Sanskrit at Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda College throughout his 

academic and professional journey. He completed his UG, PG, M.Phil., and Ph.D. in the 

department before joining as an Assistant Professor in 1986. Over the course of his 33-year 

tenure, he was promoted as Associate Professor and eventually became the Head of the 

Department. His expertise spanned Sahitya, Alankara, Vedanta, Dramaturgy, Grammar, and 

Saiva Siddhanta. A dedicated teacher, mentor, researcher, and academic leader, he guided 

numerous scholars, edited many Sanskrit texts, and contributed extensively to national and 

international conferences. After an illustrious career, he retired in 2019, leaving behind a 

lasting legacy in Sanskrit education and research. 

  



Dr. Kalley Prasanth (2019-2024) 
 

Dr. Kalley Prasanth, an esteemed scholar in Alankara and Comparative Philology, is an 

alumnus of the college, having completed both his UG and PG studies here. He joined the 

department in 1988 as an Assistant Professor and steadily rose to prominence, becoming the 

Head of the Department in 2019. With a distinguished service spanning 35 years and 6 months, 

he has made significant contributions to the academic growth of the department. His leadership 

was particularly commendable during the challenging times of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

ensuring the department’s smooth functioning and academic continuity. After an illustrious 

career, he retired in 2024, leaving behind a lasting legacy in Sanskrit education and research. 

Dr. S. Muthu (2024 onwards) 

Dr. S. Muthu, an accomplished scholar in Sanskrit and Vaikhanasa tradition, holds a Ph.D. and 

a D.Litt., with an illustrious academic and professional career. He earned the Nyāya Śiromaṇi 

degree in 1989 from Sri Ahobila Muth Sanskrit College, Madurantakam, and subsequently 

completed his M.A. and M.Phil. in Sanskrit at Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda College. In 

1997, he was awarded a Ph.D. by the University of Madras for his research on ritual literature 

in the Vaikhanasa tradition. He also pursued additional qualifications, including a B.Ed. in 

English and Sociology and a Master’s degree in Library Science from Annamalai University. 

Dr. Muthu has received numerous honors, including the prestigious silver medal for his 

expertise in Vaikhanasa Agama, alongside titles such as Śrī Vaikhānasa Bhagavata Śāstra 

Praveṇa, Vaikhānasa Kulālaṅkāra, and Vaikhānasa Kula Sāmrāt. Skilled in Grantha script, he 

completed specialized training in manuscriptology and conservation at the Saraswathi Mahal 

Library, Thanjavur. A prolific author with over 40 publications, Dr. Muthu has presented 

papers on diverse topics like the Rāmāyaṇa, Mahābhārata, Tiruppāvai, Vaikhanasa Agama, and 

iconography. He has delivered lectures worldwide, including at Harvard University and Boston 

University, focusing on post-Vedic literature and Hindu philosophy. His international 

engagements include participating in major religious ceremonies and Mahā Samprokṣaṇam 

events in Singapore, Malaysia, Reunion, France, and the USA. He has also guided 4 Ph.D. 

scholars and nine M.Phil. students to completion, with many others currently under his 

mentorship. Presently he continues to serve the Department as its head. 

Former Staff Members 

Sri L. Vasudevasarma (1946 - 24th September 1968 in the College): 

He was a very good scholar in Sanskrit grammar and he endeared himself to his students by 

his excellent teaching. 

Bhashya Bhavajna Varahur Kalyanasundara Sastrigal (1956 - 1983 in the College): 

Sri Sastrigal started his career in Government Oriental Manuscripts Library and helped the 

curator edit and publish a number of books. He was invited to join the Department in 1956. His 

original compositions include Vivekananda Vijayam, a verse presentation of Dasa Prakarana, 

an epitome of Madhva's Philosophy, Advaita Siddhanta Sara, and Gita and Upanishads. He 

was delivering discourses regularly on Prasthana Traya Bhashya of Sankara and other works 



at several places in the city. He delivered lectures on Sankara Bhasya at Sri Ramakrishna Math, 

Chennai. 

Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati the then pontiff of Kanchi Kamakoti Pitham had blessed Sri 

Sastrigal with the title Bhashya Bhavajna. (The knower of the import of the intention of 

Sankara Bhasya). Trichy Literary Society conferred the title “Sastra Bodhana Catura' (skilled 

in teaching sastras) on him. The President of India Award was conferred on him in 1978. After 

his retirement, he was appointed UGC Professor for 3 years and for another 10 years he 

continued as N.C Krishnan Guest lecturer.  

 

Dr. T. Unnikrishnan Pillai 

Dr. T. Unnikrishnan Pillai, a distinguished scholar specializing in Advaita Vedanta, joined the 

college in 1980 as an Assistant Professor. Over the course of his 33-year tenure, he played a 

significant role in advancing Sanskrit studies. His deep expertise in Advaita Vedanta enriched 

the academic environment, fostering a deeper understanding of the subject among the students. 

He contributed significantly to the department’s academic initiatives and curriculum 

development. He retired in 2013.  

Dr. J. R. S. Vasan Ramanan 

Dr. J. R. S. Vasan Ramanan (Alumnus of the Department) joined the College in the year 1977 

as Assistant Professor in FIP vacancy for two years. He rejoined the Institution in 1980 on 

regular basis. He was the Research Guide for both M.Phil. and Ph.D. He retired from service 

in the year 2013 after serving as the Controller of Examinations in the College under 

Autonomous scheme, for two years. He was nominated as a member of the Academic Council 

during his service. 

Dr. R. Ramachandran 

Dr. R. Ramachandran (Alumnus of the Department) joined the College in the year 1987. He 

was a Research Guide for both M.Phil. and Ph.D. After 30 years of service, he retired in the 

year 2017. He served as the Controller of Examination in the College for four years.  

He has also served as the President of Samskrita Bharati, Uttara Tamil Nadu, and is presently 

actively involved with Samskrita Bharati in organizing various programmes for the 

propagation of Sanskrit. 

Dr.N.Sowrirajan 

Dr. N. Sowrirajan, a distinguished Sanskrit scholar specializing in Vyākaraṇa, completed his 

Vyākaraṇa Śiromaṇi from Sri Ahobila Math Sanskrit College, Madurantakam. He later served 

in the Indian Army as a Pandit, contributing to the preservation and promotion of Sanskrit in a 

unique setting. Following his retirement in 2019, he joined the department as an Assistant 

Professor, where he has played a pivotal role in its academic growth, mentoring students and 

enriching the curriculum with his vast knowledge and experience. He retired in 2019. 

Dr.K.P.Nandakumar 

Dr. K.P. Nandakumar, a distinguished scholar in Sanskrit has proficiency in Vedānta, 

(specialized in Viśiṣṭādvaita), and Sahitya, He is a proud alumnus of this college, having 



completed his UG, PG, M.Phil., and Ph.D. studies here. He joined the department as an 

Assistant Professor and has played a pivotal role in its academic development. His 

contributions include the creation of comprehensive study materials across various subjects, 

enriching the learning experience for students. His dedication and scholarly pursuits have 

significantly enhanced the department’s academic growth. After an illustrious career, he 

retired in 2024. 

Other Distinguished Staff Members who worked in the 

Department 

Dr. V. Venkatachalam 

He served the College from 1948 to 1954. He went to Vikram University, Madhya Pradesh and 

was responsible for the celebration of Kalidas samaroh. Later he became Vice Chancellor of 

Sampurnanand Sanskrit University, Varanasi; Darbhanga University and Chairman of Indian 

Council of Philosophical Research, New Delhi.  

Sri K. Subramanian 

He served the College from 1955 to 1961. He has edited a number of works.  He was well 

versed in Vedanta. 

Dr. R. N. Sampath 

He served the College during 1951-52. Later he became the Head of the Department of Sanskrit 

in Presidency College. He was also the curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, 

Chennai. He was promoted as the Principal of Govt Arts College during the end of his tenure. 

He has chaired many sessions of All India Oriental Conferences. He was also the recipient of 

President's award. He is a very good scholar in Visistadvaita Vedanta.  

Sri P. Aravindakshan 

He was the first alumnus of the Department to join as staff member. He served from 1962 to 

1965. 

Dr. M. Narasimhachary 

He served the College from 1970 to 1976. He was an alumnus of the Department. His doctoral 

dissertation was on the contribution of Yamunacharya, a pre-Ramanuja Vaishnavite saint. He 

was the first research guide of the Department. He became a reader in Sanskrit in the University 

of Madras and later became the Head of the Department of Vaishnavism. He was a visiting 

Professor at Oxford University and professor in Malaysian University for sometime. 

Dr. C. Panduranga Bhatta 

He is an alumnus of the College and obtained his Ph.D. from the University of Madras. He 

joined the Department in 1976 and served until 1988. Subsequently, after a distinguished 

academic career, he retired from the Indian Institute of Management, Kolkata, where he held 



the position of Professor of Human Values. 

Dr. M.A. Venkatakrishnan 

He was an alumnus and he served the Department from 1977 to 1986. He joined the 

Vaishnavism Department of Madras University, and later became the Professor and Head, and 

retired in 2014-15. 

Dr. C. S. Radhakrishnan 

Dr. C. S. Radhakrishnan (Alumnus of the department 1971-76) joined the College in the year 

1980 as Assistant Professor after his Research studentship at the University of Madras. He was 

a Research guide both for M.Phil. and Ph.D. and after 28 years of service opted for voluntary 

retirement in the year 2008. He was nominated as member of the Academic Council in 2007 

for three years by His Excellency Governor of Tamil Nadu. 

Eminent Scholars of the Department and Distinguished 

Alumni Honored by the President of India for 

Excellence in Sanskrit 
 

1. Prof. V. S. Venkataraghavachariyar 

2. Prof. V. R. Kalyanasundara Sastrigal 

3. Prof. R. N. Sampath 

4. Prof. V. Venkatachalam 

5. Dr. N. Veezhinathan (Alumnus) 

6. Dr. M. Narasimhachary (Alumnus) 

7. Dr. Lakshmi Tatachar (Alumnus) 

8. Dr. K. Ramasubramanian (Alumnus) -  Maharshi Badarayan Vyas Samman 

9. Dr. Deviprasad Misra (Alumnus) -  Maharshi Badarayan Vyas Samman 

10. Dr. P. Rangarajan (Alumnus) - President Award for Best Sanskrit Teacher 

Awards, Titles to our Alumnus and Faculties 

The Government of India awards a certificate known as “The President's Certificate of Honour 

for Proficiency in Sanskrit'. Prof. V. S. Venkataraghavachariyar, 

Prof. V. R. Kalyanasundara Sastrigal, Prof. R. N. Sampath, Prof. V. Venkatachalam and Dr. 

M. Narasimhachari have been awarded this Certificate of Merit by the President of India. 

Dr. N. Veezhinathan has been conferred with President's award announced during the 

Independence Day Celebrations 2002. He is the first alumnus of our Department to receive this 

award. Dr. Lakshmi Tatachar, an Alumnus of our department also had been conferred with this 

award. 



Government of India has also conferred the title of “Padmashri' on Prof. V. Venkatachalam.  

Dr. S. Ramaratnam, Dr. K. Srinivasan, Dr. C. S.Radhakrishnan, and Dr. R. Ramachandran have 

been given the title Samskrita Ratna by Dharmakesari Solar KS Subramaniya Iyar Trust, 

Chennai. 

Dr. Deviprasad Misra, an old student of the department was honored by the President of India 

– ‘Vedavyas Puraskar’ for his outstanding contribution to Sanskrit Language and Literature. 

Dr. N. Veezhinathan, Dr. M. A. Venkatakrishnan and Dr. S. Muthu were awarded D.Litt. 

Degrees from the University of Madras. All of them are the alumnus of the Department. 

 

Dr. Ramachandran: 

● Was awarded the title “Spirit of Mylapore” by Sundaram Finance Ltd., Chennai on 10th 

January 2016. 

● Was awarded the title “Sikshak Sindhu Saman” by Tamil Nadu Hindi Academy and 

Dakshina Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha, Chennai on 10th January 2016. 

● Was awarded the “IRIS Sanskrit Award: 2015” by The Institute for Research and 

Interdisciplinary Studies on 18th January 2016. 

Dr. S. Muthu 

● Sri Vaikhanasa Bhagavat Sastra Praveena – Conferred by Sri Vaikhanasa Archaka 

Society, Then Maanila Maanadu, Triplicane, Chennai, Tamil Nadu (1995). 

● Sri Vaikhanasa Kulalankara – Conferred by Rompicherli Akulamannadu Parthasaraty 

Bhattachar Sadabhisheka Committee, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh (1996). 

● Received the honorary title Sri Vaikhanasa Deva Yajna Samrat from the Sri Krishna 

Temple, Singapore. 

● Sri Vaikhanasa Devayajana Saamraat – Conferred by Sri Krishnan Temple, Singapore 

(2002). 

● Sri Vaikhanasa Kulapati – Conferred by Nadar Srinivasa Bhattachariar Centenary 

Celebration Committee (2009). 

● Samprokshana Sarva Sadhakam – Conferred by Sri Maha Mariyamman Subramaniya 

Swami and Anjaneyar Temples Devasthanam, Batu Caves, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

(2011). 

● Sri Vaikhanasa Semmal – Conferred during the Madurai Kallazhagar (Sundararaja 

Swami Temple) Consecration Ceremony by Sri U. Ve. A. P. Sundaranarayana (Ambi 

Bhattar) Bhattachariar (2011). 

● Sri Vaikhanasa Sarva Bhauma – Conferred by Sri Govindarajapuram Grama Jana 

Samooham, Palakkad (2012). 

● Sri Vaikhanasa Sarva Bhauma – Conferred by Ashtalakshmi Sapta Mata Temple, 

Reunion, France (2013). 

● Sri Vaikhanasa Sastra Sarvajna – Conferred at Sri Krishna Temple, Ambhikapuram, 

Palakkad (May 2014). 

● Gnana Sarva Bhauma – Conferred by Lions Clubs International, Lions Club of 

Pallavaram, District 324A6 (March 2017). 

● Vaikhanasa Kula Saamraat – Conferred by International Association of Lions Clubs, 

Nandivaram–Guduvancheri, District 324-I (June 2022). 
 



Present Staff 

1. Dr. S. Muthu    Associate Professor & Head 

2. Dr. R. Guruprasath  Teaching Faculty 

3. Dr. Sudarsan Krishna  Teaching Faculty 

Association and Co-curricular Activities 

The Sanskrit Association was functioning from the inception and was inaugurated by Sri C. 

Rajagopalachariar, former Governor General of India, on 4th September 1952. Many 

Professors from India and abroad visited our department. A few of the important lectures by 

scholars like Panditaraja D. T. Tatacharya, Agnihotram Ramanuja Tatacharya and Polagam Sri 

Rama Sastrigal have been published in the College Magazine. 

The University of Madras chose our college as the venue for the conduct of the first round of 

Sanskrit oratorical contests conducted by the University till 1985. Inter-collegiate Recitation 

and oratorical contests on Swami Vivekananda's life and thoughts are held in Sanskrit as part 

of Jayanti Celebrations, every year. Under the auspices of Prof. V. Rajagopalan endowment an 

inter-collegiate oratorical contest in Sanskrit is held every year. There are a few endowments 

by Amarabharati Samiti (inter-collegiate), L. Vasudevasarma commemoration committee and 

Dr. C. V. Radhakrishnan, D. S. Agarwal for recitation competition in Saundarya Lahari, 

Adityahrdayam, Vedic recitation, Gita and Sundarakandam which are held every year. Quiz in 

Sanskrit is conducted by students as a part of Association activities. Our students have 

presented Madhurima Sanskrit Programme in All India Radio (AIR), Chennai a few times. 

Endowments 

A Lecture Endowment has been created in the name of Prof. P. S. Subrahmanya Sastri to invite 

scholars to dwell upon the works and contribution of Sri Sastrigal a great Scholar in Tamil and 

Sanskrit and who had rendered Tolkappiyam and Mahabhashyam into English. This 

endowment was further enhanced by the endowment maker, Prof. P. N. Natarajan, in 2024 and 

expanded into a one-day seminar.  

There are two other endowments in the name of Dr.S.Visvanathan former Professor and Head 

and Sri P. T. Pidleum, an alumnus and Vice-Chancellor, Buddhist University Thailand for 

Students Seminar and Language learning exercises. 

Publications of the Department 

Sri V.R. Kalyanasundara Sastrigal has published some of his original works, exposition etc. 

through the College Magazine. The PG Department celebrated its silver jubilee by organising 

a seminar and the proceedings were published. So too the proceedings of All India Seminar on 

Golden age of Sanskrit a conference conducted by the Department of Sanskrit with UGC funds 

were published. Most of the present staff members of the Department are engaged in 

Publication and Editing work, the details of which are given in the input. 



Career Guidance for students 

Generally Sanskrit students take to teaching research as their occupation. Many organizations 

such as Research Institutes, Veda Pathasalas, Schools etc., that had a vacancy for a Sanskrit 

teacher/researcher contacted the department and our students passing out with M.A. degree 

were appointed immediately in these Institutions. 

Research Wing 

The Department was recognized as Research Department in 1974 with Dr. M. Narasimhachary 

as research supervisor. Prof. S. Visvanathan and Prof. S. Ramaratnam were the first research 

students to enroll. Prof. V. Rajagopalan enrolled himself as independent research candidate 

without guide. 

The affiliation for M.Phil. course was granted by the University in the year 1980. 

Dr. S. Visvanathan (retd in 1987 as PG Professor and Head), Dr. C. Panduranga Bhatta (who 

left the College in 1988), Dr. S.Ramaratnam (retd in 2004 as Principal and HOD Sanskrit), 

Dr. C. S. Radhakrishnan (took VRS in 2008), Dr. J. R. S. Vasan Ramanan (retd in 2012) and 

Dr. R. Ramachandran (retd in 2017), Dr. V. Abiramasundaram (retd in 2019) and Dr. K. 

Prasanth (retd in 2024) guided students for M.Phil and Ph.D. Degrees. 

The research guide (for PhD and M.Phil) available in the Department now is Dr. S. Muthu 

only.  

A total number of 34 students have received their Ph.D. Degree till date and a total number of 

81 students have received their M.Phil. degree till date from the department. Further the 

research activities are continuing with the Grace of the Holy Trinity.    

 


